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TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURIES TREATED IN TENNESSEE - DISCHARGED IN 2001 
INTRODUCTION 

 



 

Introduction 
 
This report is produced annually and provides an overview of the number and 
types of traumatic brain injuries occurring to individuals in the State of 
Tennessee. Specifically, the Traumatic Brain Injury Registry covers individuals 
who sustained a brain injury and who stayed in the hospital for more than one 
day and individuals who died from a brain injury, regardless the length of stay. 
Inclusion in the registry for a given year is based on the year of discharge and 
not the year of admission. The registry includes all cases reported by Tennessee 
hospitals regardless of residence. Patients seen in emergency rooms who were 
sent home the same day or whose length of stay was less than 24 hours are not 
included in the Registry or this report except for patients that died from the injury. 
 
A traumatic brain injury is defined as an acquired injury to the brain caused by an 
external physical force that may result in total or partial disability or impairment. 
At the time of the accident, the Glasgow coma score is used to measure the 
severity of the injury. A coma score measures an individual’s eye, verbal and 
motor responses to different stimulus. The score ranges from 3 to 15. The 
following scores indicate the degree of severity: Mild 13-15, Moderate 9-12, 
Severe < 9. 
 
Data collection officially began for the registry with patients discharged with 
traumatic brain injuries during 1996. The Traumatic Brain Injury Registry file 
includes the following data elements: 1) Facility information: name and address 
of the reporting hospital; 2) Patient information: medical record number, social 
security number, name, address, resident county, race, sex, age and date of 
birth, and 3) Injury information: principal diagnosis at time of admission, traumatic 
brain injury codes, external cause of injury, severity of injury, date of injury, 
admission date, state and county of injury, work-related, type of care, discharge 
date, length of stay, and discharge disposition. 
 
Record level data, with identifiers, cannot be released to the public in any form. 
Data from the Traumatic Brain Injury Registry is available in aggregate form 
approximately six months after each quarter and at year-end. 
 
New data and selected graphs (sections VI-VIII) have been added this year to 
reflect a more detailed description of how the brain injury occurred. 
 
Section VII includes the incidence of the three leading causes of traumatic brain 
injuries by resident county. 
 
Section VIII (Graphs V-X) are more descriptive of how the brain injury occurred. 
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TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURIES TREATED IN TENNESSEE - DISCHARGED IN 2001 
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TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURIES TREATED IN TENNESSEE - DISCHARGED IN 2001 
SEVERITY INDEX INDICATORS BY AGE, SEX, LENGTH OF STAY 

AND DISCHARGE STATUS 
 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

SECTION IV 
 
 

TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURIES TREATED IN TENNESSEE - DISCHARGED IN 2001 
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SECTION V 
 
 

TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURIES TREATED IN TENNESSEE - DISCHARGED IN 2001 
BY AGE AND RACE WHEN EXTERNAL CAUSE OF INJURY WAS REPORTED 
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TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURIES TREATED IN TENNESSEE - DISCHARGED IN 2001 
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